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City University London Students’ Union


Minutes
Meeting of:


Board of Trustees
Location:


AG04, College Building, City University, London EC1V 0HB
Date and Time:

15th March 2016, 6pm – 9pm
Attended:
Issy Cooke (President), Umar Chaudhery (Vice President Education), Yusuf Ahmad (Vice President Activities and Development), Nick Smith (External Trustee), Tariq Pasha (Alumni Trustee) Om-Kalthoom Bashumailah (Student Trustee), Zain Ismail (Student Trustee)
Apologies: Janet Legrand; Edward Pearson.
In Attendance:
Yemi Gbajobi (Chief Executive), Craig Stewart (Deputy Chief Executive), Donna Niccolls (Business Operations Manager)
	
	Item

	1. 
	The minutes from the last meeting were approved.

	2. 
	Chief Executive Report

YG presented her report to the Board. She highlighted issues of Health and Safety and action being taken to address Health and Safety concerns.

	
	Management Accounts

DN presented the Management Accounts to the Board, and both YG and DN answered Board questions. The Board decided to set a level of contribution to the reserves as a 10% top slice of the block grant. 

The Board noted that there was some underspend and allocated a portion of this to reserves. The remainder was approved to be allocated amongst current organisational projects, including the organisational rebrand and to provide support for the democracy review and other projects.
	
	
	

	3. 
	Meeting dates

The proposed Trustee Board Meeting dates for 2016/2017 were approved.
	
	
	

	4. 
	Skills Audit

It was noted that the outcome of the skills audit would feed into the Trustee Away day and Trustee recruitment.
	
	
	

	
	
	
	CS
	

	5. 
	Elections Update

The Board approved the Union’s Election Report to the Returning Officer. 
	
	
	

	6. 
	Student Policy

The Board approved student policy passed by the Executive Committee in favour of Anonymous marking. The Trustee board did not approve a policy proposed by the Executive committee to take a stance in the EU referendum, preferring for the Union to take a neutral stance and promote debate within the student body.
	
	
	

	
	
	
	YG
	

	7. 
	Vision 2020

YG updated the Board on progress in relation to the Union’s Strategic Planning Process
	
	
	

	
	
	
	DN
	

	8. 
	External Speakers and the Charity Commission

YG highlighted new powers of the Charity Commission in relation to External Speakers, including the power to issue statutary warning notices to named Charities. 
	
	
	

	9. 
	Governance Review Update

YG updated the Board on progress of the Governance Review, and highlighted the draft of the new Constitution, issues over HR/staff contracts and financial processes.
	
	
	

	10. 
	Complaints Procedure

DN presented revisions to the complaints procedure of the Union, which were approved by the trustee board.
	
	
	

	11. 
	Travel Policy

The Board approved a new travel policy as proposed, but equalised the amount of expenses reclaimable by staff and students. 
	
	
	


Date of the next meeting: 
10th May 2016 
Board Secretary: 


Yemi Gbajobi (yemi.gbajobi@city.ac.uk)

City University London Students’ Union, 10 Northampton Square, London, EC1V 0HB
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